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President’s report

Season 2012/13 was a period of consolidation at region level, in our second year of operations.

Mike Limosani did not contest the election in August 2012, and we thank him for his efforts as the
inaugural region president and his efforts on the match committee and other official positions with
the region and the former Yarra Group.

Thank you to my Executive team, and to the twenty seven clubs in our region for their acceptance
of any requests during the past season.

| have had a great time visiting clubs, presenting various awards and super veteran’s badges. |
thank you for your hospitality. I've attended three particularly notable events; Montmorency’s 50",
Fairfield’s 100™ and the opening of Greensborough’s mobile shade system.

| along with other Executive members have also attended a number of opening days and
presentation days.

Congratulations to our region event winners, who also received special certificate to
commemorate their achievement, and those who then went on to represent us in the State
Championships held in Bendigo.

Congratulations also to those selected to represent the Yarra Region at Regional Sides
Championships held in Horsham & Swan Hill.

During the year we've represented the Yarra Region in a series of Combined Metro region
meetings — October, February & March, and attended a combined Metropolitan region meeting
together with Bowls Victoria Board members in April.

Lorraine Burton (President)

Secretary’s report

Our constitution provides for eight directors, four males and four females. Two of each gender for
one year appointments and two of each for two year appointments, and thereafter appointments
are for two years.

Mike Limosani and Graham Howard were the males elected in 2011 with one year appointments,
but there were two vacancies for female directors. Beth Chittenden was later appointed to one of
those positions on a casual basis.

Lorraine Burton, Elaine Owens, Graham Down and Peter Russell were elected in 2011 with two
year appointments.

Graham Howard (Donvale) and David Hall (Montmorency) were elected as directors at the AGM in
2012, along with Beth Chittenden (Burwood District). The region still has a female director’s
position vacant, which we would hope to fill next season.

Our office bearers for the last year were: Lorraine Burton (Hurstbridge - President), Graham
Howard (Donvale — Vice President) Peter Russell (Bundoora RSL - Secretary), Elaine Owens
(Darebin City - Treasurer), Graham Down (Fairfield), David Hall (Montmorency) and Beth
Chittenden (Burwood District)



Portfolios were also allocated with Lorraine reporting on Junior Bowls, Graham Howard, (Greens
and Club Support, Graham Down & Beth Chittenden (Match), David Hall (Coaching) and Peter
Russell (Umpiring).

David Hall unfortunately had to resign his directorship in October due to personal reasons.

During the year the directors met to discuss region activities and events. Meetings were held on
16“‘dJuIy 2012, 3" September, 22" October, 26" November, 21% January 2013, 25" February and
22" April.

Delegates meetings were held on 12" November 2012 and 18" March 2013.

This season we also conducted two “president and secretary’s” nights:
- on 17" September 2012 held at Darebin City, and
- on 4" February 2013 at Yarra Valley Country Club.

This allowed directors to meet those responsible at club level, even though some of those officials
were also club delegates.

Directors were quite active with email transmissions, and also received the general information
forwarded to club contact officers, secretaries and delegates from time to time.

Our website is updated on a regular basis and contains a calendar of events, our constitution, the
region event program, minutes of all meetings, entry forms, draw and results of region events and
state events, as well as information for prospective umpires and coaches. The site also contains
links to club websites and bowls magazines and bowls forums.

| have previously asked clubs to place a link to our site on their club websites. I'd hope to have a
better result in the next year. Our site is http://www.yarra.vic.bowls.net.au

Peter Russell (Secretary)

Treasurer’s report

It is my pleasure to once again present the financial report to the members of the Yarra Bowls
Region.

Our finances remain in a healthy condition and our retained earnings this year stand at
$13,521.35.

Once again honorariums were paid to our Greens Committee and our Umpires Panel. Their
services to the region are invaluable and we sincerely thank them for their contribution.

The Men's Regional Sides Championship held at Horsham incurred extra costs because of
accommodation expenses. We were subsidized by Bowls Victoria to the tune of $1500 but there
was an increase in the overall costs from last year of $400.00.

The inaugural Ladies Regional Sides Championship held at Swan Hill was also subsidized by
Bowls Victoria for the sum of $1,125.00. If this championship event is held at Swan Hill next year
(details have not been published yet) it is anticipate that the same motel will be used.



In both of the above events the players paid their own way by pooling cars to cut costs. It must be
noted here that Bowls Victoria invoiced the regions for catering lunches and dinner on the days of

play.

Bowls Victoria increased their payment from $1 per player to $2 which resulted in $1,376 being
forwarded for the year. Again, no moneys were received for prize money for the Under 25’s and
Novice sections and your executive made the honourable decision to reward these players with
the same prize money as in other events that is, $100 per winner $50 runner-up.

Uniforms are an ongoing cost. The Men’s Regional Side were kitted out in Navy blue track pants
or shorts and next year the Ladies will receive the same. We need some smaller sizes in the
ladies tops and they will be purchased next year. Hats, of course, cannot be re-worn so extra
supplies will be needed. As detailed elsewhere, the Men’'s Regional Sides Championships will be
reduced to twelve a side the same as the Ladies.

The Executive decided that our region event winners, participating in day two of their State final
event held at a country location, would be eligible for a subsidy of $100 per player, where prize
money won was less than reasonable expenses. Generally prize money for the winner(s)

and runner(s) up in the major events (singles, pairs, triples & fours) would exceed those
reasonable expenses. But this is not the case for semi finalists and some of the placegetters

in the age based events. As a result, the subsidy was provided to two players, who were runners
up in the Men's Over 60 pair's event held at Warrnambool.

Initially the Region was asked to field two teams in the Betty Collins Challenge held in March this
year. Because of lack of entries we then entered another team. Although not successful in this
event it did give many ladies of the region an opportunity to compete at a very high level.

The Region at the end of the financial year has met all debts incurred and there are no
outstanding items.

| would like to express my thanks to all the Clubs within our Region who were very prompt in the
payment of all invoices that were sent to them during the year. It made the work involved so much
easier for me. It is very important that clubs keep very good records particularly to State Game
entries. Once the draw is announced each club will be invoiced for that event unless | am notified
by the Match Committee that the player/players are unable to compete according to the Rules of
the Day.

The formal statement of income and expenditure for the financial year, together with the details of
the various transactions appears at the end of this document.

It has been my pleasure to work with a very constructive Board of Management and | thank them
for their support over the past year.

Elaine Owens (Treasurer)

Match committee

Its one thing to receive and record entries for the various events, but there’s much more effort
going on behind the scenes with organising the greens and the necessary rinks for play, compiling
the draw for each of the events and the necessary liaison between parties.

Then there’s the recording of results, ensuring that cubs know the combatants for subsequent
day’s play, and other issues to consider, e.g. protection under rule 1E of Bowls Vic Rules for



competition - where a clash of dates occur for higher graded events — state test matches and the
like.

This last season saw a number of clashes which lead to alterations to the schedule.

While this was our second year operating region events — we had a new controller. Graham Down
was our major “match committee representative” and we thank him for his considerable efforts
over the season.

Congratulations to the winners of the respective events, but thanks also to those who participated,
and to the clubs for access to their greens, and providing the necessary administrative support for
the events.

Entries for the respective events are fairly Sum of Teams Year
similar to the previous year, but we still need Grand
increased entries for many of the events. Event 2011/12 | 2012/13 | Total
CoC Ladies Pairs 12 14 26
The number of entries for ladies events is CoC Ladies Singles 19 20 39
still quite small, with only 16 entries in the CoC Mens Pairs 18 16 34
singles, 12 in the pairs, 11 for the triples and E;’ge'\é'%’(‘)ii'”g'es 23 ?g :'g
9 for the fours events. ' Alrs
ECevEnis Ladies 60+ Singles 15 13 28
Yet there were 74 entries for the men’s Lad!es Fours 10 d 19
. ! . Ladies Novice 11 8 19
singles (down by 10 on previous year), 44 in - .
. . . Ladies Pairs 21 12 33
the pairs (down by 13), 25 in the triples - -
) dbv9 d 10 in the f Ladies Singles 16 16 32
(increased by 9) an in the fours. Ladies Triples 9 11 20
Ladies Under 25 2 2
T_he Ladies 60+ pairs and tr_me Men’s Novice Mens 60+ Pairs 46 44 20
singles were new events this season Mens 60+ Singles 48 50 08
_ ) Mens Fours 11 10 21
The table on the right illustrates the number [ Mens Novice 18 18
of teams entered for the respective events Mens Pairs 57 44 101
and provides a comparison to the previous Mens Singles 84 74 158
year. A further breakdown of entries by Mens Triples 16 25 41
event and club appears at the end of this Mens under 25 4 6 10
document. Grand Total 422 426 848

Our champions for the various region events are as follows

YARRA REGION - REGION EVENTS WINNERS 2012-13

Event Gender Champions Club

Singles Men Nick Mcintyre Bundoora RSL
Women Jodie Nevill Bundoora RSL

Pairs Men Michael Barca (S) Bundoora RSL

Peter Russell
Women Elizabeth Lewis (S) Bundoora RSL
Lynne Thomas

Triples Men Nick Mclintyre (S) Bundoora RSL
Luke Aceillo
Mario Cipolla



Women Judith Banks (S) Yarra Valley CC

Veronica Leap Yarra Valley CC
Susan Ferguson Donvale

Fours Men lan Ewing (S) Bundoora RSL
Luke Aeillo

Adrian Marchioli
Tony Schiavello
Women Dianne Doherty (S) Diamond Creek

Wilma Quirke Hurstbridge
Barbara Patterson Hurstbridge
Ronnie Pope Hurstbridge
60 & Over Singles Men Stan Blight Ivanhoe
Women Elizabeth Lewis Bundoora RSL
60 & Over Pairs Men Neil McRae (S) Bundoora RSL
John Mcintyre
Women Dot Sullivan (S) Darebin City
Gayle Stanfield
Under 25 Singles Male Jack Woodhouse Bundoora RSL
Female No entries
Novice Singles Male Justin Park Bundoora RSL
Female Tayla Spence Bundoora RSL
CoC Singles Men . Stan Blight Ivanhoe
Women Anne Draffen Ivanhoe
CoC Pairs Men Nick Mclntyre (S) Bundoora RSL

Adrian Marchioli
Women Meredith Norton (S) Ivanhoe
Anne Draffen

Special mention to lvanhoe’s Anne Draffen,
who won the Victorian Champion of Champion
women’s singles, to Bundoora RSL’s Nick
Mclintyre & Adrian Marchioli, who were
successful in the Victorian Champion of
Champion men'’s pairs, and also to Stan Blight,
who won the Victorian Over 60 men’s singles

Nick also had a hectic time being runner up in the Victorian Singles, as well as being runner up in
the Victoria Triples, with Mario Cipolla and Luke Aiello

Region side’s championships were conducted this last season for both men and women. The men
played at Horsham and the women inaugural event held at Swan Hill.



In previous years, the men were involved in selection trials, with clubs nominating players they
thought had the potential to represent the region. Selection trials for men were scheduled, then
postponed and ultimately cancelled as some clubs with significant nominations were conducting
their club singles or pairs events on the preferred trial dates. And nominations received from clubs
for the women'’s event were lower than expected.

We've already started the planning phase for this season’s championships, engaging high
performance coaches and are thinking about an induction pathway, training modules (both for
players and coaches) and a training timetable.

Greens

Special thanks to our team who undertook the annual inspection of greens for last season. This
was their second season and they are now “experts” in their field.

Clubs, especially the Greens Directors are thanked for their support and assistance, as sometimes
at short notice, their greens were made available for such inspections.

The dedicated work undertaken by clubs, greens directors, green keepers and volunteers is
obvious by the standards of the greens and their maintenance within the Yarra Region. Thank you
to all involved.

Umpires

Only one series of workshops / tutorials conducted this season but our umpire’s panel were not let
off lightly. Forty one candidates were involved in the accreditation and reaccreditation process.
Approx 50% of the candidates were ladies and 60% of the attendees were new applicants.
Tutorials were conducted over a series of Wednesday nights. We thank those involved in
conducting the program and the assessments for their efforts.

Coaching & Development Advisory Group

During the year we were able to achieve an “amnesty” for coaches with reaccreditation problems
caused by the BA/BV process and communications over recent years. All coaches have been
given extensions to their reaccreditation until the end of 2014 and we will be working with clubs to
help develop all coaches within Yarra region.

Region conducted a pilot Coaching & Development Workshop during the year attended by 65
coaches / interested region bowlers. The workshop was very successful and will role out
throughout BV Regions going forward.

It is intended to conduct more of these workshops and provide assistance / development to
interested region coaches / potential coaches.

Club Support & Development Advisory Group

During the year 2 meetings of Presidents/ Secretary’s were conducted to get this initiative
underway. Clubs have agreed to have the CS&DAG involving a representative from all 27 clubs.

It is regretted that both the Coaching and Club Support Groups were delayed due to issues within
Bowils Victoria, however will be up and running fully for this season.



In conjunction with the BV equivalent committee the Region ran a pilot for a “strategic planning”
workshop successfully conducted by Camberwell Central Bowls Club. This explained the process
and how to conduct a successful plan for development of bowls clubs, the meeting was well
attended and very successful and the program will be conducted by BV throughout the other

regions in Victoria.

It is planned for this group to be a means of providing support / learning of each other and
ensuring Yarra Region clubs can be sustainably successful into the future. We have many
successes within the Region to share. A PowerPoint show, used in the presentation on the night
has been made available to clubs to assist in their deliberations

Junior Development

The Diamond Valley Vipers played in a Junior Development Round Robin against the Northern
Flyers and the Central Highlands Rangers, which was held at Bundoora RSL Bowls Centre in

February.

The Vipers have competed in this event for five years now and this is the first time we have been
able to overcome the Northern Flyers and win the event. Having had to scrape and scrounge for
players to be able to field a team (3 x 3 teams of two bowl triples = 9 players) - we were
successful. This allowed the Vipers to participate in the State Under 18 Squad Finals held in

Bendigo.

gl. £
Joshua & Dean pictured with Colin Doolan
from Henselite

Two of the Vipers Squad representatives have
had a very successful year:

- Joshua Corless, represented Victoria at the
Nationals and in a test series against
Tasmania

- Dean O’Neill, represented Victoria in the test
series against Tasmania and against South
Australia

Both Joshua and Dean were 2/3rds of the
Victorian Open Men'’s Triples winning team
and they formed a partnership to take out the
Under 18 Male State Pairs Championship

Sponsorship
We acknowledge our sponsors;

e Bendigo Bank — Doncaster East & Templestowe Village Community Bank Branches

e Doncaster Sporting Gear

Their on going support of Yarra Region is greatly appreciated and assists in keeping our affiliation
fees at the bottom end of that charged by BV regions.
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